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WE HOLD THAT GOD IS OUR FATHER, MAN OUR BROTHER, IMMORTALITY OUR DESTINY. 


Prove alithings, hold fast that which isgood.” | 
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Spiritualiam unfolds to onr internal senaca substantial realitica, presenting 
not only with the semblances, but the positive ovidences of eternalexistenco 


Anaing us to fool that the passing shadows we speak of belong uot to the apiritual, 


out 


the material wortd. 


during facts are beyond the tomb, 


MISS HARDINGE AT ST. JAMES'S HALL. 


“ 


We heard, on Saturday last, at St. James’s Hall, Miss 
Emma Hardinge deliver her first public oration. The 
subject, “ America,” was ono which necessarily set politi- 
cians speculating in anticipation as to the position Miss 
Hardinge would take It was woll known that she had 
worked hard in favour of the Union party, and had in no 


inconsiderable a degree contributed to the re-clection of 


osident Lincoln in 1864. Doubtloss thero were hun- 
dreds who listened to Miss Hardinge on Saturday whose 
predilections were Southern as well as hundreds whoso 
predilections were Northern. Hence the more choice of the 
subject for the afternoon was necessarily attendant with 
circumstances of an exciting character. Snow had fallen 
heavily, and had thawed, frozen, and again thawed. Tho 
day was one tho most uninviting that could be imagined— 
such a day as to make the timid tremble at the conse- 
sae if they vontured out; but in spite of the melan- 
cholic dreariness of the weather, out came hundreds of 
both sexes, some from very long distances, to hear Emma 
Hardinge. St. Jamos’s Hall was nearly full of eagor 
listeners, and amongst them wo sat not tho least interosted. 

Besides the intorest which on oratross, famed, like Miss 

ardinge is, for eloquence of style and concentrated force 
of expression, would necessarily excite in us the fact that 
she is a Spiritualist, and one, moreover, who has devoted 
the last ton years of her life to spiritualist-thomes, avd 
that she is renownod through all America, and oven in 

ngland, as a spiritual medium, could not fail to excite in 
More than ordinary interest. Accordingly we listened 
With marked attention to tho oratress as sho oponoed her 
budget of information and figuros, and ever and anon 
broke into eloquence or pathos, and called forth the hearty 
Cheers of the audienco. During tho entire oration not 
One word which could bear the interpretation of partizan- 
ship fell from the lady’s lips; therefore, there was nothing 
to excite dissatisfaction in the mind of tho most captious 
Southerner, unless he would say that all the stories of 
heroism related by Miss Hardinge were Northern. 

Nothing was said on Saturday of Spiritualism, but much 
Was said that to a Spiritualist, would convey the thought that 

© spiritual idea was not lost sight of, in fact, that it was 
the ruling idea of the entire uration. Instance the lady’s 
teferonces to Columbus and tho “higher law,” the work 
of inspiration. 

Miss Hardinge has a strong, full-toned voice; sho gives, 
apparently without effort, full compass to every word she 
utters. The oration itself gave us the idea of the most 


Careful study; her gestures especially in pathos were | 


It is onsy to imagino that wo ave dealing with tho ab- 
i: ute and enduring, because we associate our thoughta with the external and 
Pparently lasting; but, on teflectiou, wa discover that the only absoluto and en- 


‘The life that now is shapesthe lifethat is to be. 


Peron 2d. 


finely and beautifully exprossod; once or twice her 
whole self soemed so lost to the scenes she was de- 
scribing, that all idea of mechanical skill was lost to us, 
and we felt the supremacy of her powers. The peroration 
on “Civilization,” which closed an oration which lasted 
nearly two hours, had one fault—it was too long; but it 
was a marvellous “thing of beauty,” nevertheless, and 
failed not to olicit the continued cheers of the audience. 

Miss Hardinge has evidently had all essential advantages 
for the cultivation of her wondrous powers. She has, 
doubtless, started well, having been educated for the stage. 
Her momory—her elocutionary powers—her deep sincerity 
—her masterly command of hor theme—all are such as to 
make her success on the platform, as regards hor power 
over hor auditors, certain. We must not forget the strong 
prejudico nursed in this country against women appoaring 
on tho rostrum, and we feol, therefore, that Miss Hardinge 
froin that fact alono should reroive the sympathy and sup- 
port of every true social reformer. 

-d 
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THE DAVENPORTS IN DUBLIN. 


Go where they may tho conjurors will make their boasts of 
having “exposed” the Brothors Davenport. Dr. Lynn, a 
conjuror, now performing in Dublin, has played upon the 
old pipe of “exposure,” but without much effect. The 
following from the Brothers Davenport appeared in the 
Trish Times :— 


THE BROTHERS DAVENPORT AND DR. LYNN. 3 


To the Editor of the Irish Times. 

Sır, —We notice in your issue of this morning a letter from 
Dr. Lynn in which he states ho exposed us in New York. We 
havo simply to pledge our honour to the people of Dublin that 
we never beari of Dr, Lynn till we came to this city. Our 
object in visiting Dublin is not to hold controversies with con- 
jurors, but to present facts to the public.—Yours, &e., 

Broturrs DAVENPORT. 


Queen’s Arms Hotel, Jan. 10, 

Tho mediums are now before tho public and have been 
well received. They opened on Thursday week, at the 
request of many friends. Tho Dublin Advertising Gazette 
says— 

Popular delusions have been at all times considered remarkable, 
and one of the most singular of that class ia the perfect faith 
with which the gross misrepresentation of the Brothers Daven- 
port have been received. The English press stated that these 
gentlemen were nothing but ‘indifferent conjurora’ and that 
their séances were totally devoid of the smallest element of 
wonder. Such statements we have no hesitation in branding as 
heing without the smallest foundation of truth. 


We should hope with the papers so favourable, that the 
mediums will have no cause to regret their visit to 


Dublin. 
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The following sensible letter appeared in the /rish Times of 
January 11th— 


To the Editor of the “Irish Times,’ 


S1r,—The question—What is your opinion of the Davenport 
Brothers ? has been so frequently put to me, during last week, 
that I shall feel obliged for a small space in your valuable paper 
to reply. ; 

I have now witnessed their exhibitions three times, once in 
London, in November, 1864. and twice at the Queen’s Arms 
Hotel, in Sackville-street. On each occasion I have minutely 
inspected the cabinet, and am convinced that thero is neither 
trap, spring, wire, nor any of the usual appliances made use of in 
illusory exhibitions. Itis also totally impossible that there can 
be any confederacy or communications from without with the 
Davenports, when inj the cabinet. The extraordinary rapidity 
with which the hands are often shown, before even the closing 
of the centre door, is one of the most remarkable parts of the 
exhibition, and, as the Brothers alone are in the cabinet, there is 
not any means of accounting for the appearance of these hands, 
especially as they are of different sizes, some being those of 
children, while others are evidently those of adults. 

During the dark séance the motion of the musical instruments 
through the air is most astonishing. This could not be accom- 
plished either by strings, wires, or any other mechanical con- 
trivance, and I may mention that, while witnessing this part of 
the exhibition in Dandse, some person suddenly lighted a wax 
match, hoping to discover the trick, but instead of making any 
discovery, the Messrs. Davenport and Fay were seen tightly 
bound in their chairs, and the musical instruments were falling 
to the ground. 

Many professors of conjuring and legerdemain have attempted 
to get up imitations of these extraordinary phenomena, but have 
all failed in producing anything but a caricature of the Daven- 
port manifestations. lea of these professors have gone to 

reat expense, and have thrown their energies and ingenuity 
into the production of an imitation, but without success, 

The uproar created, and the bad treatment received by the 


Davenports in various towns in England, is no proof whatever 


that the Davenports are either conjurors or cheats. 

Viewing all these matters, I have come to the conclusion that 
these phenomena are of a most extraordinary character, that 
they cannot be produced by any mechanical or physicul means, 
and consequently that the Davenports possess a power which we 
do not underatand. 

In looking over an article on the occult sciences from the 
“Encyclopedia Metropolitana,” I see evidences of phenomena 
analogous to those exhibited by the Brothers. 

I may also say that in reading over some of the sworn testi- 
mony given in the witchcraft trials in times gone by, I see 
glimmerings of the same. 

No thinking mind can do otherwise than view these phenomena 
with interest; however extraordinary, however ridiculous, or 
contrary to our usual ideas they may he, it is no proof that the 
manifestations do not present themselves, or are the tricks of 
Taggies von very faithfully, James ROBINSON. 

olytechnic Museum, 65, Grafton-street. 


Thus tho affair goes on, and we are much mistaken if 
many, very many of the Irish people do not find themselves 
resting on the broad, unyielding ground of Spiritualism, 
owing to the manifestations of the Davenports and Mr. 
Fay. Is it not strange that a few musical instruments and 
a trumpet and’ bell should be necessary to bring conviction 
of apirit-presence and power to the mind of the enlightened 
sceptic ? 


The Daily Erpress of Monday, speaking of one of the public 
aéances, says :— 


On the whole, nothing has tended to excite such a strange interest in 
Dublin for a long time as the unaccountable manifestations of these 
atrangers, and those who visit their salon will be amply rewarded by 
witnessing their performances for any inconvenience they may be sub- 
jected to by their visit. : 


A gentleman named Mowatt has written to the Irish Times, 
pronouncing the Davenport and Fay séances “ bungling,” and 
attempting, in a very bungling manner, to explain the modus 
operandi of the whole thing. The following letters will give our 
readers a good idea of the way in which Mr. Mowatt has been 
mat :-— 


To the Editor of the “ Irish Times.” 

Dgan Ma, Eprron,—In one of the letters which appeared in yonr 
impresion of yesterday, occur (if I read the document aright), the 
expressions * clumsy.” * coarse,” and “ bungling,” as applied to what is 
done during the séances of the Messrs, Davenport and Mr. Fay. A very 
elose scrutiny, exercised upon three occasions—twice in a comparatively 
small apartment at the Queen's Arms Hotel, and subsequently on the 
evening of Vhursday last, in the dining-room of the Antient Concert 
Bocisty—have led me to quite an opposite conclusion, The agents pro- 


ducing the, very curious results then witnessed, left, at all events, no 
“botches in the work,” although ‘rubs’ there certainly were, when 
ropes were whisked about, cheeks very audibly patted, and knees and 
heads touched by phosphorically illuminated guitars. 

From the days of the renowned Alexandre, upon whose tricks I gazed 
in boyish wonder, down to those of Anderson, Colonel Stodare, and 
other magnates thaumaturgie, I have seen many astonishing feats per- 
formed, some through ingenious mechanical contrivance, and others by 
sleight of hand, brought to exquisite perfection, and I deem it but fair to 
say that whatever the method adopted to arrive at the results produced 
at the séances, which are now being held in this city. I could detect no 
evidence whatever of clumsiness, or bungling; but that, on the con- 
trary. there was not any discernible trace of imperfection attaching to 
the modus operandi. 

Whatever theories may be put forward in explanation of the manner 
in which these strange things are done, several gentlemen, who may 
fairly be considered as well qualified to judge from observation as the 
writer of the letter to which I refer, have concurred in opinion with me 
that the finish and rapidity with which all is effected, during both the 
cabinet and the dark séances, are not the least remarkable features in 
what I have no hesitation in pronouncing the most extraordinary perfor- 
mance which I have ever witnessed,—I remain, dear Mr. Editor, very 
truly yours, CHARLES Epwarp 'TISDALL, 

17, Temple-street Upper, January 12, 1866, 


To the Editor of the “ Irish Times. ° 

Sir,—The letter of your correspondent, Mr J. A. Mowatt, in toeday’s 
“Trish Times,” is so illogical and opposed to facts as to be hardly worthy 
a lengthened reply, but as it may serve to bamboozle persons who have 
not seen the Davenport exhibition, I propose, with your permission, to 
allude briefly to a few of the principal points, The letter of Mr. Robin- 
son, the day before, appears to me, in itself, a sufiicient answer to it. 

Indeed, I am inclined to believe that if Mr. Mowatt had seen Mr, Rohin- 
son’s letter earlier, it would have prevented him writing his long and 
incongruous letter. 

Mr. Mowatt is quite right with regard to what I said respecting the 
evidence of a great number of hands being at work at the same time in 
the cabinet, and also what I intended to convey by it, that there was an 
agency in operation independent of the Davenports. This is precisely 
our position, and we further say that, in our estimation, there are natural 

| phenomena, darkness being a necessary condition for their production 
and not a shield for fraud ; and it is only to prove that the Davenports 
are passive agents, in fact to render them so, that the binding process is 
resorted to, Last night, I may observe, Mr. Fay was held hand and foot 
by Mr. Fitzgerald and Mr, Wilson (two gentlemen unknown to us, but 
who, we believe, are well known in Dublin), and the usual results 
followed. The Messrs. Davenport and myself, were duly taken care of 
at the time. ‘This can be certified to by nearly a hundred people, 

Mr. Mowatt attempts to account for the flying of the instruments as 
follows :—~* The places of their feet were marked, tis true, but they do 
not need to move their feet. They only require to free their hands, 
when they can stand erect, and with their hands they can pass round 
the violins ‘in the air,’ as it is called by them, for these violins never 
leave within the rench of their hands until they are caught. The whole 
motion of these instruments is quite simple; it is done on the same 
principle as balls and Knives are thrown up in a circus, the only differ- 
ence being that the violins are thrown horizontally, from one man to the 
other.” Hear what Mr. Robinson says on this subject: “ During the 
dark séance the motion of the musical instruments is most astonishing. . 
This could not be accomplished either by strings, wires, er any other * 
mechanical contrivance.’ With regard to Mr. Mowatt’s statement, that 
“tthe instruments never leave within the reach of the hands until they 
are caoght,” I have only to observe that anyone who hag been present at 
a dark sanoe will readily contradict this, for the instrumenta, when illu- 
minated, are seen very often nenr the ceiling, far beyond the reach of the 
hands, and sounding during the whole time. Mr. Mowatt would have 
the public believe that Mr. Pay and Mr. Davenport free themselves 
from ihe ropes; and then, without moving a hair’s-breadth, play at catch- 
ball with the violins, as he calls the guitars. This is manifestly absurd, 
and is about as ridiculous an explanation as that of the gentleman who 
said they took off their boots and left them on the paper. ‘Truly, there 
is no credulity like incredulity! ‘ Only grant the hypothesis that they 
can take their hands out of and run them again into the ropes, and all 
that follow are the merest coarse, bungling tricks,’ says Mr. Mowatt, 
This is what we will not grant, without more proof than he brings 
forward. Let him bring forward “the gentlemen in this city who can 
get out of any ropes with which they are tied,” and let us have the 
management of the tying, and we will engage to tie them up in two or 
three minutes in a manner that will take them as many days to undo, 
the ropes to be the same as the Davenporta use. 

Mr. Mowatt admits the appearance of five hands, and does not con- 
tradict my assertion that there was evidence of as many as eight within 
the cabinet; and how does he account for the effects taking place when 
each hand of the brothers is filled with flour? This, surely, must add 
to the difficulty, and is a feat never even attempted by conjurors. 

With regard to the appearance of the five hands, Mr. Mowatt, of 
course, may say that the Brothers have five hands, and with just as much 
consistency as there is in the bare assumptions and sweeping assertions, 
unsupported by the least particle of evidence, or even attempt at expla- 
nation. For instance, he says, * Mr. Fay slips his handa,” &c. Now, it 
is one thing to say Mr. Fay slips his hands, and another to show how he 
can do so when tied in a manner precluding the possibility of it. Again, 
is it consistent with reason to believe that Mr. Fay would call for a light 
before he had got the coat on and his hands into the ropes? 1 leave the 
publie to judge whether, if Mr. Fay were playing a trick, he would 
expose himself, as Mr. Mowatt asserts, First he calls the thing a bungling 


lot of tricks, and then, with his characteristic inconsistency, says they ~ 


are very cleverly executed. But enongh, I have only to remark that 
in your account of last night's séance you say, " Mr. Cooper's coat was- 
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taken off.” It should have been Mr. Fay’s. I have never been the| medium. He had little or no knowldege of drawing 


subject of this extraordinary operation, and have not the slightest idea of 
ow it is effected, neither do I think Mr. Fay has, However, I still 
assert it to be the greatest marvel this century has witnessed. Last 
evening Mr. Davenport's vest was taken from under his coat, buttoned as 
it was the moment before on his person. This I had never witnessed 
fore.— I remain, &c., 
Rozert COOPER, 
Representative ofthe Davenport Brothers. 
Queen's Arms Hotel, January 12. 


There is also a letter in the Zrish Times of another date from 
an “ Illusionist ” named Horman, who signs himself “ Wizard 
of all Wizards, and Proprietor of “ Marionettes,” pronouncing 
Most of the Davenport manifestations past his “finding out,” 
and challenging Dr. Lynn to produce them if he can, and, at any 
rate, to study the useful motto, ‘Live and let live.” So we find 
another illusionist honest enough to declare the truth. 


Teee 
MISS COGMAN. 


Tus young lady, we are happy to say, still improves in 
her mediumship. She gave usa sitting at her house on 
Tuesday, when we were favoured with several trance dis- 
courses full of good teaching. The table, a long four- 
egped one, moved about frecly, and there were an abun- 
dance of distinct knockings heard in the table. Miss 
Cogman, under influence, is a powerful magnetiser, and we 
feel certain that our first impressions of her were just. 
We think she should be encouraged and brought into the 
society of the best mediums. 


oe 


EXTRAORDINARY MANIFESTATIONS AT THE 
MARSHALLS’. 


We accompanied Jessie and Mrs. Lacy to Mra, Marshall's on 
Saturday, and met there a lady, Mrs. B——, who has lately been 
developing remarkable mediumistic power. She has produced 
some curious drawings. We no sooner sat round the table. a 
large one, than it moved and tilted without human contact, 
owing, probably, to the addition of medium power of this lady. 
After a brief rest, Jessie was entranced, and uttered the follow- 
Wg prayer :— 

Father, Thou that did'st fill with inspiration Thy servants of old—Thou 
that did’at give them much strength, much power, much faith, much 
Ove, much hope, much charity—may that same power spring forth 
abundantly, may that same inspiration descend to the children of this 
earth, May all hindrances he trodden under their feet, that the light 
May break through the dark places of the earth. Thou hast said, “ Ask, 
and it shall be given.” May these Thy children ask, Oh! may the 
inspiration of Thy Holy Spirit dwell richly in Their hearts. May they 
to forth. May they put their hand to the plough, and may Thy grace 
Push it forth. Bestow upon each one the abundance of ‘Thy love, pro- 
tect them, that they fall not into danger ; and may their meeting be one 
that shall be registered, 

Mrs, Lacy was then entranced, and delivered a brief address, 

hen followed a grotesque dance, in which the two entranced 
Mediums took part. It appeared to us as though two Indian 
Spirits had possessed Mrs. Susy and Jessie. The dancing was 
Bot only ludicrously grotesque, but it was peculiarly wildly 
graceful. During the whole time the dance was on, Mrs, B—— 
and Mrs. Marshall were made to heat time on the table as they 
held each other's hand. The power which was manifested in 
this wild dance was auch as to assure anyone that the mediums 
Could not of themselves maintain their equilibrium. The spirits 
Assembled were evidently disposed to make all mirthful, and 
Probably had a good object in view in so doing. They insisted 
on us getting upon the table, and rocked us about in a marvel- 
lous manner, without tho table heing touched by any person 
Present; and eventually threw us over into the lap of Mr. 

ampernowne, who formed one ot the party. ; 

e have since had a second séance at the Marshalls’. at which 
‘trong evidences of physical power were given. Jessie was 
Moved about on her chair, and several times pulled off her 
chair partly under the table. Mrs. Marshall's dress was several 

mes vigorously pulled. so was Jessie's, We were permitted 
to teat the power applied, and can speak authoritatively as to 
the force being very great, and evidently the work of a spirit- 

and. Jeasie received a communication from the alleged spirit 
of her mother, through the hand of Mrs. Marshall, which she 
Tecognizes an a fac-simile of her mother's handwriting. 

We never go to Mrs, Marshall's withont receiving more and 
Still more evidence of her wouderful mediumistic powers, and 
We can confidently recommend all who would have knowledge 


of the marvels of physical and mental mediumship to pay her a | the occasion 
phy p to pay 'Tennossce, last month, which ix worthy the thoughtful perusal 


Visit. During the past three months Mr. Marshall, through 


the aid of Mrs. B~—, has gained power as a drawing- j o 


when the power took possession of him, The various 
drawings and paintings he has since produced are curiosities for 
the artist. They are none of them executed with complete 
finish, it is true ; but their merit consists in the idea which the 
invisible artists have conveyed. 

We are glad to find that the interest in the Marshall mani- 
festations is unabated. They have been good pioneeis in the 
work of Spiritualism in England, and deserve all encourage- 
ment. 


INSPIRATION. 


Come, Inspiration! from thy radiant spheres, 
And give my spirit wings to soar 
Above the earth's dissolving “ vale of tears ” ` 
Where angels gather evermore ! , 


My soul is burden'd with its weight of clay, re 
Its lyre-strings wake no chord to day, 

Oh, Inspiration ! come, I pray,— 
Through earth’s dull clay-walls bear my soul away ! 


Come, Inspiration! set my life aglow 
With Song’s ecstatic strains of Love. 

I look around on carth’s thick clouds and snow, 
And miss the sun from meadow and from grove, 


Is there no spirit free from clogging clay, 
No Poet of an olden day, 
Will touch my lyre-strings aud essay, 
To bring Elysian to my soul without delay ? 


The tried earth teaches solemn truths I ween, 
Mid sun and shade the Preacher cries — 

This world is but a brief—a passing scene, 
The prelude to Man’s Paradise. 


Come, Inspiration ! with thy magic sway! 
Bear me in Song to Heaven, I pray, 

Break through the stubborn walls of clay 
And quickly chase all discord and dismay ! 


January 16, 1866. J. H. Poweut. 
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MR. HOME. 

Our readers will be much interested to learn that Mr. Daniel 
D. Home, who is at present in London, is about to deliver a 
ublic lecture on Spiritualism, to be followed, on other occasions, 
vy some poetical readings. Mr. Home has won for himself con- 
siderable fame in America as a reader; and we doubt not but 
that his numerous friends will gladly rally to hear both his 
lecture and readings. 


LYCEUM SEANCE. 


Mrs. Tacy’s séance. on Wednesday, was numerously attended. 
The medium gave several clairvoyante delineations of character, 
the majority of which were pronounced correct. One gentle- 
man, a Mr. C-——, was told that a certain gentleman whose 
height and complexion were described, was standing behind him, 
holding a paper for him to sign. Besides this, several marked 
characteristics of the gentleman, Mr. C——, was told him. He 
confessed that only lately a person, bearing a comportment 
similar to the one described by Mrs. Lacy, had tried to persuade ` 
him to sign a paper tu the tune of 3,000/. ; and added that most 
she had said respecting hie career in business was true. 


MR. WALLACH’S SEANCES. 


Mr. Waruace still continues his sittings on Friday evenings at 
the Lyceum. The persistence with which he maintains his 
position, under many disadvantageous circumstances, is highly 
creditable to him. He is an old and useful worker amongst our 
mediums. We would recommend those who have not paid him 
a visit to do so. Whilst we run after the moon-mediums, let 
us not forget the star-mediums. 


Lyceum Discounses.—Mr. J. H. Powell gave a discourse on 
“ Death” on Sunday evening last at the Spiritual Lyceum. 
Next Sunday the concluding discourse of the series will be 
delivered in the same place ; subject. “ Immortality.” 


THE AMERICAN ODD FELLOW. 
Tur December number contains an address delivered by one af 
the ablest and saost eloquent men in the land, Rev. Dr. J. B 
Ferguson, a member of the Order, at the public celebration on 
and the se-asrembling of the Grand Lodge of 


f every man in or out of the Order. — BANKER oF Ligut. 
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EDUCATION OF CHILDREN.* 
By ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS, 


We hold, firat, that the universe is the product of Divine Intelli- 
gence—perfect in attributes, harmonious in parts and purposes, 
and essentially unchangeable. 


We hold, secondly, that the human mind is a finite embodiment 
ie 


of the Infinite; and that, by much and diligent searching, man 
can perceive and comprehend much of nature and the operations 
of the Infinite. 

Such comprehension is wispom. It differs from knowledge as 
much as substance differs from shadow. Wisdom is akin to the 
intelligence that lives in the life of things; while knowledge 
recognizes the shape, locality, colour, and uses of things, without 
discerning their ultimate purpose and divine significance. Know- 
ledge is extornal; wisdom,,is internal. The intellectual faculties 
delight in the perception and comprehension of “ things,” while 
the inmost parts of the mind, its spirit’s intuitions, delight in 
the fellowship and infinite deep and eternal “ principles.” 

Now, the question arises, what is true Education? It consists, 
we reply, in wispom. But itis true, also, that no man’s educa- 
tion is “complete” unless his mind is stored with facts, with 
knowledge of things,as part of the principles that constitute 
wisdom. 

Memory is an’essential of knowledge, as a house is necessary 
to furniture, or as canvas to the lights and shadows of a picture. 
Without memory—which is a “recording angel” in the mind’s 
sanctuary—ordinary intelligence is impossible, 
goes, the tact of memory is paramount to the talent of largo 
reasoning powers. The man of tact is successful in ordinary 
worldly enterprises, while the man of talent alone will fail ; but 
tho lattor is victorious in parts and places whore the former is 
defeated and despairing. 

Inasmuch as memory is an essential to the acquisition of and 
progression in knowledge, and inasmuch as knowledge of things 
is more Valuable and in greatest demand as the world is now 
constituted, so we observe that all popular “systems of educa- 
tion” are based on the faculty of memory, as though the sum 
and essentials of a man’s mind consisted in what his senses can 
grasp and his memory retain ! 

If man’s mental organization were a casket merely—a vessel for 
containing ethereal impressions—then there would be matchless 
wisdom in the plan of education adopted in the publio and other 
schools of the day. Tho possibilities of growth in spirit, inde- 
pendent of memory, are now universally discarded. Hence, the 
popular institutions of “ learning ” are, for the most part, under 
the control of mechanically-minded men—men who plod and 
plod like dray horses through a muddy road, in the vain en- 
deavonr to “educate ” the young under their charge in the evil 
and crooked ways of memory. 

We, the friends of the Harmonial Philosophy, start upon a 
wholly different plan. While wejadmit the value ofa © practical 
education ” the facts and the uses of things, and cane p we 
peu and avail ourselves of the “benefits” of knowledge to 

e derived from the study of books and of external Naturo, yet 
we start’ with a great, deep infinite conviction, congenial to 
whatever is deathless in the human soul, that it is our duty, as 
much as it is our glorious privilege, to know the HEART of things 
to unfold in that Wisdom which can discern 


tt Tho promise of to morrow, 
And feel the wondrons beauty of to-day ;” 


which comprehendeth the lengthening sweep of immutable 
principles in the universe of matter and mind; and which, 
seeing beyond tho material night of immaterial shadows, and 
beyond the enveloping. clouds of a seemingly engulphing fate, 
calmly planteth its feet upon the life-laws of the Divine Intelli- 
gence, andsteadily advanceth through the * ways of pleasantness” 
‘and walketh harmoniously in the * paths of peace.” 

Memory, at best, holds but the reflections of shadows. The 
spirit, which is the greatest immortal Man, is compounded of the 
life-essences of the perfect Soul, which in common language, is 
called God.” 

‘All true education, therefore, is unfoldment. Tho inner life 
unrolls, flower-like, beneath the sun of intellect. Inductively 
we begin with the mind of the young, begin with the physical 
senses as the natural method of reaching and developing the 
inner life. Henceforth the method is deductive (i. ¢., intuitive 
and feminine) from the heart, outwardly. Both methods are 
finally harmonized, and thus the mind of youth is balanced— 
first, by the acquisition of knowledge inductively from without 
inwardly, which depends on memory for its permanency and 
value ; and secondly, by the development of wisdom deduetively 
from within, iu accordance with the life-laws of the Divine 
Intelligence. 

The Children’s Progressive Lyceum is such an institution. 
Its methods are, primarily, in the realm of external and physical 


+ Delivered to the Spiritualists of St, Louis, un the occasion of the 
inauguration of a Children’s Lyceum, 


As the world 


exercises and attractions. The attractiveness of a thing to a 
child consists in its physical properties and attributes. The 
sound of music, the colour of bodies, the plumage of birds, the 
taste of fruit and other food, the smell of flowers. It would be 
folly to attempt to interest either children or adults in unbeauti- 
ful things. Dry, indeed, is the path of “learning” to most 
children. Consequently the world, all civilized society, is filled 
with persons of little book-knowledge—persons whose early years 
were spent in activities out of the school house~with “ education 
neglected,” simply because the school house, under the jurisdic- 
tion of the mechanical and arbitrary schoolmaster, was a place 
of unnatural coutinement to both mind and body, as dreadful to 
little children as is the temple of error to the angels of God. 

The mind does not more need ~does not more imperatively 
demand—education at first than the body. ‘The body and its 
senses first call loudest for true education. The baby-heart is 
wiser than the “learned ” college professor. It calls unto God in 
the midst of “the garden.” The eternal Father and Mother 
whisper, saying, “ Beloved ! the singing birds, the streams with 
their many voices, the trees of sweetest fruit, the flowers of 
finest fragrance ; behold these, my child. and go forth out of the 
cradle and out of the house—go on the full run away from the 
steady step of thy father and inother; scamper from the school- 
master who teacheth under the tree of evil ; run, skip, sing, be 
as happy as thou art free infthe fields of nature, which are bound- 
lessly expanded in the universe withont thee.” 

Hearing and heeding this Divine voice, thousands of children 
“play truant’ when sentto the wrongly-constituted school. 
They will deceive their “doting parents; will tell a big story 
to escape detection ; will play the hypocrite to perfection—all 
to oboy the voice of (god, which ‘is stronger in the bone and 
blood ofa child thau is the fear of parents or the lash of the 
whipping professsor of learning. Children will, like adults, go 
without asking to places attractive to them, which may be most 
in aceordance with their physical and sensuous necessities ; and 
it is the climax of philosophical absurdity, as it is the stupidest 
exercise of parental authority, to set up barriers against the 
Divine law that impels to such acourse. Instead of quarrelling 
with your children for playing truant, better reconstruct your 
systoms of education, and begin with the young as Nature 
begins with them-—in the rexlm of the senses, with their bodies 
gradually reaching their affections and inmost life, 

Congratulate yourselves, Spiritualists of St. Louis! Open 
your hearts to utterance of grateful thanks, because the inhabi- 
taunts of the Summer-Land have reached forth their strong arms 
to sustain you in the effort to inaugurate a more just, rational 
and attractive school for the culture and perfection of the young 
in your midst, The Children’s Lyceum is progressive, in every 
true sense of the word, Lt begins with the seuses and deepens 
inwardly to the soul. It beging with the perceptions of the 
head and continues into‘the intuitions of the heart, It begins 
with amusement and ends with the unfeldment of wisdom. It 
rains access to the dweller within the temple by kindly and 

eautifal oflices performed in love at the outmost vestibule of 
personal child-lite. Badges with significant colours, correspond- s 
ing to the colour of the station target for each group, will be 

worn by each'child. (All flowers, all birds, all precious stones, 
all visible things, have colours or badges significant of their 
places and purposes in nature.) 

The Lyceum children will learn to sing, before they begin to 
think, the ideas of progress. The plan is so truly simple that 
“he who runs may read,” and, without constraint, all may 
acquire habits of order, the art ofcorrect thinking, the freedom 
of truth, and make progress in whatsoever by Christianity and 
by good people is generally deemed wise, good and effective 
m salvatiou from error and other sources of misery to man- 
Kind, 
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THOUGHTS ON SPIRITUALISM, 


— 


I po not believe in the “King of Terrors,” called Death. I 
believe that when my heart and flesh shall fail, and my mortality. 
shall be laid in the tomb, that I shall only “ die"— 


“ As gets the morning star, which goes 
Not down behind the darken’d west, nor hides 
Obscured among the temposts of the sky, 
But melts away into the light of heaven 1” 


Well knowing, and being quite certain about these good things, 
this religion of life eternal, I am anxious in my heart that the 
whole world should not only share iu my belief, but in the 
blessings which it brings, and to that end t am here to-day to 
take a part in this great work. Our opponents, or rather the 
opponents of Spiritualism, treat our medinms as conjurora, and 
proclaim to the world that we are students of a “black art.” 
Can that art be black, which cheera the human soul with incon - 
testible manifestations and proofs of its immortality? Can that 
profession be black, which teaches me that my happiness and 
progression in the susamer-land hereafter, depends entirely upon 
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my usefulness, truthfulness, and purity bere ?—that in propor- j 
tion as I am less sensual, less envious, less gluttonous, less 
earthly here, I shall be more spiritual, more lovely and loving, 
more divine and heavenly there? Is it to be called a black 
business which aims at the formation of a great spiritual associa- 
tion of practical philanthropists? Let our opponents answer, 
for such are the motives for our assembling here to-day. Let | 
the world know unmistakably what Spiritualism teaches. ic! 
teaches that man should fear none but God—and perfect love 
casteth out fear—that we should, bravely and sincerely, bear 
our testimony to the glorious truths that have been revealed to us, 
even at the risk of onr personal safety. Fear not them who can 
kill the body, but fice from what would soil or endanger the 
happiness of your soul’s future ; and let our constant prayer to 
God Almighty be that Ile, in His great goodness, may be 
pleased to guide our immortal spirits in the way of all truth, 
Amen.—* From Dr. M'‘Leod’s speech at the Darlington Conven- 
tion.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the epinionsex pressed by 
our Correspondents, 


TRYING THE SPIRITS. 


To the Editor of the Spiritual Times. 


Dear Sir,—I have heard from your own lips that it was your 
desire to admit into your columns the arguments, &c., of the 
adversaries of “Spiritualism,” as well as the assertions of its 
converts, It isa wise resolve. If there were danger of men 
eating meat affected by rinderpest, there is no doubt they would 
fully inquire into the matter, and would as lief, perhaps more 
eagerly, listen to the reasons advanced by cattle doctors or 
eminent scientific men, who asserted the existence of the 
disease in the particular meat they were about to purchase, as 
to the statements of those who advocated the contrary theory. 
How much more should we examine into a moral disease—or 
which some assert to be sueh—which might affect our minds 
and future welfare? Good persons and clever ones assert un- ; 
hesitatingly that spirits communicate with men in these days, 
and that they are convinced such spirits are good ; one reason 
for their belief being that such spirits have given good advice. 
Others, equally clever, eminent, and honest, state their distinct 
belief that such agencies are at work, and act and communicate 
as the Spiritualists say, but that such communications are of the 
Devil. Again, to revert to my illustration. If I beard such 
contradictory opinions with regard to an article I was about to 
eat, you may rest assured, Mr. Editor, that I should turn that 
article over in my hands, and before my eyes, and the arguments 
over before my mind. Would anyone, therefore, except the 
most thoughtless, accept, at once, as a rule of faith, and with- 
out due inquiry, that concerning which diametrically opposito 
opinions were expressed ? 

I had heard such contradictory opinions uttered. I had met 
with men who asserted that spirits had communicated to them 
things which they themselves alone knew, had personated or 
represented themselves to be the spirits of dead parents, dead 
children ; and I found that these men, acting with simple faith, 
had at once taken it for granted that these communications pro- 
ceeded really from the decensed relative which the spirit—in a 
lie or in truth—had asserted itself to be. I saw that the 
credulity—or, if you like, call it reason—of these good and easy 
people was so easily acted upon that this possibility never 
occurred to them. A spirit that can so communicate with man, 
it is reasonable to suppose, is cognizant of the life and actions— 
T may add, considering the nature of the spirit, as we under- 
stand it—the thoughts of that man. It can know his prejudices, 
and how he is best acted upon. If a moral man, by moral 
utterances, until it gets such an ascendency over him that it 
can gently and imperceptibly, we will assume, insinuate into his 
belief dangerous things; when he may be said, in the simple and 
expressive old language, to be “ possessed.”* If too, a spirit can 
communicate at all with man audibly or by writing, as asserted, 
it can also tell lies, we must presume, and we have no guaranteo 
whatever as to its spiritual character. It can, with the greatest 
ease, assert itself to be the spirit of good; of a parent, or a child ; 
and reveal secrets, I have seen and heard people then say, 
“ Ah, my dear child 1” and act implicitly under the belief that 
they are then iu direct communication with that dear little one 
who has passed to its sweet, enduring, and glorious rest, T heir 
affections are touched, and reason is not so jealously appealed 
to. If it be true that in the latter days Satan shall deceive the 
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* A religious sect, T believe, is now established, whose tenets are so e- 
rived. 
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very elect, need we be surprised that these worthy people are 
so easily convinced? If he possess that power, cannot he, in 
the lying and assumed garb of a much-loved and respected 
relative who is dead, whisper moral sayings into their ears, in 
order more surely to gain their confidence and introduce his 
spirit into them? If so, if through the mediumship of their 
act, is it not likely eventually that such familiar intercourse 
communion, or connexion, will bo injurious ? 

T had, as I have said, heard the origin and carrying out of 
“ Spiritualiem ” (and the inverted commas will show the sense 
in which I use tho expression) attributed to Divine agency, as 
also to diabolical origin and agency. I read that Mr. Maccall 
had spoken of Spiritualism as a fatal phantom, which has’ 
frightened men into the maddest excesses, and that it “ stimulates 
every foul and furious lust,” and I naturally approached the 
subject with cautious steps, resolved to employ the powers of 
sifting evidence which the practice of my profession had to an 
extent ripened, to try to ascertain, as far as my powers per- 
mitted, whether Spiritualism was for good or evil. If for good, 
to advocate it; if for evil, to warn against it. At present, 
without stating any results in the shape of thoughts or convic- 
tions of my own, I will relate a little of my experience, in order 
to ask two or three questions or favours for the enlightenment 
and guidance of myself and others. Before I do this, however, 
I must say that I have seen no evidence of the truth of Mr. 
Maccall’s assertions as to lust during my short experience, ex- 
cept once, and if he sees this letter, and will state what hia evi- 
dence is (if he can do so without injury to those he has seen 
“stimulated to foul and furious lusts,”) I, for one shall feel 
obliged to him. 

My introduction to Spiritualism was unexpected ; my initia- 
tion into its forms, practices, and qualified beliefs quick and 
ample; and my powers of mediumship rapidly proved and 
developed. I, therefore, speak not only as a spectator and 
active participator in its practices and inquiries, not as the Stock 
Exchange gentleman was, in spite of myself—but, as an un- 
doubted medium —which is a term not necessary to be explained 
to the initiated, but to be explained to the uninitiated as mean- 
ing a person or agent through whom spirits communicate to or 
with men. Instead of being a medium in spite of myself, I 
willingly accepted the office or agency, with the view of trying 
Spiritualism and the spirits, Men recollect a particular time, 
at least, wine-bibbers do—by a particular vintage, that of the 
year '36 to wit, and I so recollect the period when IJ first became a 
Spiritualist in the worldly sense, without knowing that I was a 
medium. It was in the table-turning time, some years ago, 
when even commercial travellers became such enthusiastic 
inquirers that they negle:ted the choicest products of the 
choicest (landlords’) vintage, in order to make the solemn, staid 
mahogany on which the wine should have rested, and under 
which their knees ordinarily were after dinner, dance a jig. I 
tried the book and key test, so familiar and exciting to unmarried 
maidens in the days of our then pretty grandmothers. The 
results were so extraordinary that, whether it were actually so 
or not, each particular hair seemed to stand on end ; and I well 
rememher my appetite having gone when I sat down to dinner 
immediately afterwards. My excitement (for my impulses were 
stronger and more excitable then) was intense, I was full of 
the subject, and discharged my superabundant enthusiasm in 
three letters to an accredited London periodical, my communi- 
cations or deductions being combated by editorials, and whether 
the editor was convinced or not to this day I do not know. 
From that time the subject did not occupy my attention. I 
saw your name, Mr, Editor, in connection with Spiritualiam, 
the meaning, or, rather, use of which term in the way in which 
ĮI saw it used, T did not then understand. I understood that it 
had something to do with table-turning, &e. I called upon you 
some months ago (and T mention these seemingly trivial cir- 
cumstances only to give the history of my spiritual experience), 
and you took me to see a professional or paid medium, through 
whom you said L should receive answers to questions, I found 
it to be a fact, The names of relatives unknown to you both 
were indicated by the tipping of a table, when the letters of the 
name were come to in the alphabet, and in answer to audible, to 
written, and to mental or thought-questions (that is, questions 
not conveyed audibly, or by writing or motion), I appeared to 
communicate with the spirit of a dead child of mine, When I 
reached home, in a state of excitement, I said I had been com- 
municating with the spirit of that child. Tt did not seem pro- 
bable, but reflection reminded me that I had read of persons 
who possessed the power of reading thought. Could mine have 
been read by men or spirits (1 now know they can by them), and 
by that means correct answers given? These were the 
doings of third or other parties. Little did I think in how 
short a time I should be satisfied that an agency beyond 
and superior in knowledge and power to myself, call it spirit or 
what you will, would prove it through myself—that I should 
myself become a medium or spiritual human telegraph-wire T 
saw Mrs. Powell, who is a trance-medium, entranced, and her 
attitude of prayer, hor stating when she came to her normal 
condition, that her cheeks seemed to have swollen, and been 
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puffed up to thrice their natural size, seemed to indicate that 
the spirit had truly evidenced through her as to what its phy- 
sical appearance was in earthly life, although she knew him 
not, nor anyone present. How could they, had they ever seen | 
him, form any thought of the person I only expected to com- 
municate with me? 

All I had seen and heard was through other parties, not my- 
self. At home the glass and ring test occurred to me. It was 
tried, and answered questions at times correctly. A lady in the 
house, who knew as much of Spiritualism as the paper on which 
I write, was a good drawing artist. As some years agoa 
friend—no, not a friend, that is an exotic to this world,— 
an acquaintance—had spoken of a lady who was a drawing 
medium, I asked the sar I before alluded to to place the 
pencil on paper,—earnestly desire it to draw, and wait the 
result. The result is that she has drawn things, I will not say 
in spite of herself, but passively on her part, that have convinced 
her they are not designed or carried out by mortal hands. You 
know, Mr. Editor, that some of them are very well done. 
Here was evidence I could believe, without hesitation or doubt. 

But I must break off here until next week. 


Epwin Eppison. 


SPIRIT-MESSAGE, No. 10. 
Through the mediumship of Jrssir. 


It is all glory, all brightness there. Would that I could open the spirit- 
vision—would that I could do as I would like to do—would that condi- 
tions were more favourable! If you could but see the glory and the 
brightness of the beings that are here—if your spirit-sight could be so 
opened that you could give one glance at our beautiful spirit homes ! 
But no; if it was necessary for you to behold the happiness of our spirit- 
homes, you would be dissatisfied with this earth-life. It would not 
do; wait a more fitting time, then shall you sce. There is no distress 
there; all is peace, joy, happiness; such happiness that cannot even be 
fancied. Why do not earth's children try to make earth-life more 
happy? Why do not those that have more than enough help those that 
have not sufficient to carry them through life’s journey ? Are they not all 
brethren? It is because they do not aspire to anything beyond earth- 
life; they are too selfish, too worldly, too ambitious. It would not do for 
the high-born to stoop to the low-born of earth; they would feel con- 
taminated. But Ie that went before, was He afraid of the poor and 
lowly-born? Did He despise those of tattered garments and worn-out 
bodies— worn out because they could not obtain the necessaries of life? 
Did He cast them aside, and seek for the high-born! No, He loved 
the poor; Ele despised not the beggar; He turned not a deaf ear to the 
suppliant ery. i 
He that was chosen of God—He that suffered so much and bore His 
cross so meekly—He, our Father's beloved Son—if He loved the poor, 
should these earth-children so bury themselves in their own riches, their 
gwn comforts? Should they, I say, that are not worthy to tie His shoe- 
strings, should they forget that He ia the Father of the poor as well as 
the rich, and that He gave them their riches to distribute umong the 
poor, to shield and protect the orphan, provide for the widow? 1 tell 
you it will be more tolerable for Sodom and Gommorah than for such, 


INVOCATION, 

Father, Thou who did’st in the days of old rain down manna for the 
children of Israel, ike manna pour down Thy grace on this earth, that 
it may be fruitful and multiply, Oh! may Thy servants increase in 
number and in power, May the influence of Thy Holy Spirit sink deep 
in their hearts, . May they have strength, bodily and spiritually, to go 
forth conquering and to conquer. May they lead forth whole armies into 
this great field. May each one have hia whole armour complete. May 
they Aight manfully, but may they tight in love. Many step forward and 
draw back; they think it is not right. Oh! Father, give unto such Thy 
power, May they feel Thy protectlon, May they feel strong, knowing 
that Thou art the head. May they know Thy grace ia sufficient for all 
their weakness. Give them true conrage. Give them fuith, that they 
may depend and trust solely upon Thee. Give them hope, that their 
pathway may look bright and beantiful. Give them charity, that they 
may deal with their tellow-creatues us they would wish to be dealt 
with. 

To Mr, O.:—That is a honquet from a spirit-friend, from one who 
loves you, 


Faith, patience. Fear not, little flock; in yonr Father's own time all 
things shall be shown unto you, 

Question, May we ask a question ? 

Spirit. Yea; itis a delight to anawer anything that is in our power, 

Q. Could you offer the instructions requisite for the medium's further 
development ? 

8S. It will he better for her to sit with other mediuma in harmony with 
herself. Influences that are round and about this place are uncougenial, 
and retard her progress. Lf you touch pitch it adheres to your hand, 
though you do not want it. 

Q. The influences at the present sitting, are they congenial? 

S, Yes, they are very harmonious. It would be wipe to continue such 
sittings. . . 

Q. Have you any prophetic knowledge relating to the medigin ? 

S Leannot my through her. j 

Q. Could you through any other medium ? 

S. lL could influence any other medium that was in harmony with her. 
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Q. What spirit is it ? 

S. “ Truth and Justice,” that is my name; the name you will know 
me by, 

Q. May wa ask the sphere you are in? 

S. The sixth sphere. 

Q. Have you nothing to say further as to the way to improve the 
medium's power ? 

S. Loosen the ties of earth, then will her spirit soar and gain know- 
ledge. 

Q. How is that to be done? 

S, You must wait events. He moves in a mysterious way, and He 
will work for the best. T will tell you more if I get a medium congenial 
to her. 

Q. Could vou fix a time, and give us a discourse on a given subject’ 
through this medium ? 


S. Not yet. We cannot work quickly ; all things take time. It is a 
work of time. But thaé He has given us to do, that we must accom- 
plish, 


Q. But haveyou no settled idea of the purpose for which the medium is 
used by you? 

8. Our desire in the end ia this—she has a work to perform. We are 
sent from Him, instruments of His. We make her, as it were, our 
instrument. She is destined to go forth among the people, and to pour 
forth these truths that are dawning upon the earth, She is to be one 
that is to lift the veil and show the inner temple. There is much to 
overcome yet, more than you can understand, We work diligently to do 
that work He has set us todo. She will have to fight many battles for 
this great Truth. She must be in a place congenial to her nature, that 
her aspirations may be very bright. The brighter her aspirations, the 
more fiith she puts in the Great Ruler of all mankind ; the more she 
will trample down prejudices. 

Q. Can you advise mo what I should do to place the medium in 
favourable conditions? 

S. As I said before, remove her from these influences. 

Q. Do you mean that I should give up my position ? 

S. Not yet. You know not what a day may bring forth, so be watch- 
ful and be ready, with your lamp trimmed. By-and-bye she will be able 
to speak much better. But fear not; if I do not speak to you I do not 
forsake you. It is my mission, with God's help, to help you. There 
are many clouds hovering round about which you think not of; but you 
need not fear, but trust. When the cloud comes and looks thick before 
you, heed it not, it will pass away. It is His mysterious purpose. We 
cannot understand, but we can yield and obey. So fear not; have Him 
for vour Father and your guide. 

Q. Can you give us a verse or two ? 


S. Your path may be beset with thorns, 
And dark the clouds above your head ; 
Then trust in Him whose love ne'er wanes, 
But on His bosom rest your head; 
For though the clouds he black as night, 
Your beacon then shall look more bright. 


Any time when it is convenient to sit, ask forme, Ask Him. But 
never sit without prayer. Let not your heart be troubled when you feel 
cast down. Then go and lay your burden at His feet, and faithfully 
prayerfully, humbly ask His guidance and protection, 


SPIRIT-COMMUNICATIONS—No. 3. 


7th April, 1866, 
Spirit.— Dear cousin,—I want to tell you much more. have been 
learning so very much of the infinite wonders and glories of this spirit- 
land lately ; for ] am now advancing and exploring to guther knowledge. 
This is what we all do, when we leave the nurseries, the glorious gardens 
of the Lord of Hosta for His little flock. It is the most beautiful scenery, 
all so intensely spiritual, so ethereally lovely, so responsive with thrills 
of harmony, It is this! it is this! that delights me so much, and gives 
me apirit-growth. I am happier here than 1 could have been in the 
weak earth-hody, but my dear aunt tells me that it is ever good and 
kind of our Father, God, to give a long earth life, that the spirit in man 
may develope, and reap the fullest benefit from all the discipline and 
trials ot earth. ‘This, Í am told brings to maturity quicker the God- 
Spirit in man, purifying even as gold is seven times purified; but that 
to me, is wonderfully difficult! as yet to believe, as I ao much rejoice in 
my early spirit-lite—my birth into the glorious Home of Joy. All that 
dear aunt, and uncle, your mother, and our uncle, have taught you is, I 
now, true. 
l have seen the City of Zion, and many of the other cities, but as 


yet, I love to roam in the beautiful scenery, to walk by the ripppling, - 


Singing streams which flow around, taking their rise ever from the river 
of God, the river of the waters of life. 

Your thoughts can never picture the one hundredth part of the baauties 
here; nor ean your cuarth-hody fully conceive how truly real, haw 
spiritually material, all things are; und yet so entirely free from earthly 
courseness, hardness, materiality. 

L have so many loved ones with me, who teach me and lead me on, 
The holy, lovely Jesus, the Divine man, the embodiment of the Father, 
and the spirit leads me, and tells me of high and holy things. 

(Abruptly the writing ceased. -Lasked)}— 

Q.—Can you not teli me more ?—No. 

Q.— Will you suon come again ?— Yes, 

8th April, 1865. 

Question —Can you tell ma shout some of the loved ones who are 
with you 7— Yes. 

Dear Cousinx—Cousins K., N., and little B., all live with aunt Nu 


who has several homes, ‘The one she nost rejoices in, is in the City of. 
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Zion. With her long lived, and ever mourned, T., ; but there is a lovely 
home in the country, apart from any of the societies and cities, sur- 
rounded by'the most charming garden, such as she ever delighted in ; 
and this home is the residence of her loved children, who had prepared 
it for her, to suit all her earthly tastes, in as far asthe earthly tastes were 
the gems of spirit-love of the beautiful. 

Dear F., and her little babe were here to welcome aunt when she so 
suddenly was called to spirit-life. Uncle T. accompanied her from her 
earthly home, whither he had gone to fetch her ever-waiting spirit. Joy- 
ously did he bring her to her home ot rest, of joy, of re-union, with the 
loved, lost ones. Ah, dear F., we are not lost. That word should not 
be used to imply the departure of one of our happy spirits from its 
earth-body. Rather should rejoicings follow the unshackled spirit. Could 
you but have one glimpse of the blest abode of the loved one, your 
sorrow would turn to rejoicing. Leave off now. 


9th April, 1865, 


Much have we young spirits to be taught. We have regular classes 
for instruction in all branches of knowledge, and all the scienees which ‘is 
from us, given to your earth philosophers. It is all originated here. All 
the human discoveries and symptoms of progress, are taught, or inspired 
into your earth-minds, from those of us here who are deputed to transmit 
that especial knowledge. ‘Fhus is it dependent upon the spheres or 
society of spirits being capable of opening inner communication with the 
especial man or medium, what especial knowledge is taught by that 
man? He originates nought himself, he may by bis own innate spirit- 
power expand the gem of knowledge implanted by us from God, but 
nothing more. 

As we spirita here are taught, so we, in turn, impart our teachings to 
the imprisoned spirit in the earth-body ; and thus does God, in His 
goodness, cause man to alleviate his own condition, and to throw aside 
the uncivilization wrought by evil. Vast assemblies of us there are. 
We have large pavilion houses dedicated to knowledges; but when we 
are taught of the botany, and of all the wonders of the nature in which 
we live, we go in large companies on many long journeys of exploration. 
This is most truly delightful. 

The advanced spirits, those who are suited for such, and who desire it, 
visit all the varied planets of the whole universe; and it is only on your 
earth that such spirit-visitations are not accepted as a most natural thing. 
No thought of terror is entertained, but rather of delight. This terror at 
the super-nature about you is the work of evil, being especially Satan's 
device to shut one means of opposition to himself. All the present 
materiality of your earth testifies to the evil wrought by the opposition to 
the communications brought about so much by this very terror. This 

As passing away, happily for the spirit of man, and the door of communi- 
cation by spirit mediumships widens daily, 

We children are taught of all these planets by spirit-teachers from 
such plancts—I mean spirits who lived originally in the planet of which 
they teach. Their natures, habits, and manners, and appearances, vary 
very much. I will try to tell you, dear F. 

One teacher from one of these planets was most beautifully small, like 
a very small child of your earth, but with none of the materiality of earth, 
Its form was the same, but the eyes far more lustrous, beaming forth 
such purity, for it knew not of sin as an actual thing. 

The very knowledge of good and evil, has given to spirits of earth a 
different appearance, They are far longer before they are so spiritual in 
all ways; but they are far wiser, Their intelligences, so to speak, are 
of a higher order and capable of far higher enjoyment, and full apprecia- 
tion of all the wondrous glories prepared for them through Christ, who 
died to redeem them from the fall. Their love to God is of a more 
intéhee kind, ever feeling, as they do, how great has been His love for 
them. No,I cannot tell you properly of these different natures, and 
yet how we all blend together in perfect loving harmony, All unite in 
the great love to God, and His Son, and Spirit. Leave of now. 

Q.—Is this message entirely given from N. N.? , i 

A.—Yes, but assisted by uncle T. I cannot yet communicate without 
the assistance of a more advanced spirit, one of my guardian helpers. 

Q.—Can you explain to me the manner in which this assistance is 
given? is 

A.—By a spirit intercommunion, corresponding to your mesmeric influ- 
ence. Mesmeric influence is spirit influence, emanating through the 
physical body; but we, having spiritual bodies, have a far more refined 
and a far subtler mesmeric influence, A single glance, or a touch, will 
communicate volumes of wisdom and thought. We can, several together, 
thus, in perfect harmony, hold one communion with a spirit-medium on 
earth ; and thus are we young ones trained, as it were, at first. , It is the 
way in which whole societies commune through one representative. 

it is the element or law of spirit-communion, from the highest to the 
lowest sphere, the drawing upward and onWard influence. 

I will tell you more soon, 


Vth April. 


In reference to a remark in the preceding message, I said— 

Q. Do you mean that all things, even such intentions which are purely 
for this earth, and for bodily use, are given to us from the spirit-land ? 

S.—Yes, deur cousin, We all have work to do, and the great Work 
of God-spirits, in connection with your world, is to breathe or infuse 
into the world soul first, and thence into the particular minds especially 
Adapted to the varied requirements, all the plans, for the comfort, the 
Civilization, and entire advancement, of your fallen world. 


St. Leonards-on-sea. F. T. T. 


[We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions or 
doctrines put forth in the various spirit-communications we 
publish. We deem it advisable to mention this. Our desire 
ia to be just to all our contributors,—Ep. S. T.] 


EXTRACTS FROM THE RAP UE SPIRITUALISTE. 


—— 


In a work written by Father Lebrun entitled “a History of 
Superstitious Customs that have led away the People, and 
puzzled the Learned,” we read an account of the following 
circumstances :— 

On the Ist. of May, 1705, at five o’clock in the evening, 

Denys Milanges, son of a parliamentary lawyer at Paris, aged 
18, was attacked with such strange hallucinations and lethargy 
that the Doctors knew not what tosay. They gave him emeties, 
and his parents removed him to their house at Noisy le Grand, 
where he became so much worse, that they declared him to be 
bewitched, and asked if he had adispute with any shepherd of 
late. Hethen remembered that ‘on the 18th of April, while 
passing through the village of Noisy, his horse had auddenly 
stopped in the street opposite to the chapel,and he could not 
induce the animal to proceed. At this moment a shepherd 
whom he did not know, came towards him and said “ Sir, 
returnto your home, your horse will not advance.’ The man 
seemed about 50, was tall, with dark hair and beard, and had an 
evil countenance, in his hand he held a crook, and two black 
dogs with short ears followed him. Young Milanges laughed at 
the man, but being unable to force his horse to Rennes. he led 
it back to the house, and soon after fell ill. His parents could 
not determine whether his indisposition was caused by impa- 
tience and anger, or whether the sorcery had cast a spell upon 
their son. Many remedies were tried, but all in vain. One day 
as the young man entered his room, he saw the shepherd seated 
in his arm chair, holding his crook and the two black dogs near 
him. This sight alarmed him, and he called for help but no 
one else could perceive the sorcerer, who gave his name as 
Danis. About 10’o clock that night young Milanges fell to the 
ground, saying that the man was crushing him, and drawing a 
knife,*they saw him stab his (to them) invisible enemy, five or 
six times, After eight weeks suffering, he went to attend mass 
at the church of St. Maur, being strongly impressed that 
on that day hisjcure would be effected. He fainted three times 
during mass, but afterwards St. Maur appeared to him in the 
dress of a Benedictine monk, and the shepherd stood by him. 
There were five wounds on his face—he held his crook, and was 
accompanied by hia dogs. St. Maur made some exclamation, 
‘and the young man telt that he was healed. Some days after 
this, while hunting in the neighbourhood M. Malanges per- 
ceived the shepherd in a vineyard, and hit him a violent blow 
with the butt end of his gun. “Oh, Sir, you have killed me,” 
cried the man as he ran away, but the next day he came to 
Monsieur Richardiere, threw himself at his feet, owned that his 
name was Danis, that he had been a sorcerer for twenty years, 
aud had cast a spell on M. Milanges, from which he had been 
rescued only by,the neuvaines, or prayers, offered up in the church, 
but the curse‘had now fullenon himselfand he implored forgiveness. 
ML. Milanges caused the same prayers to be offered up by his 
uncle, the priest that had been crowned with such success in his 
own case. The shepherd recovered, but on bing pursued by 
some archers, he killed his dogs, threw away his crook, changed 
his clothes, and fled to Toray where he did penance and died in 
a few days. 
Wano has not heard of the power of the evil eye? ‘The belief in 
it is as old as the world, and universal in all countries, though 
it is scoffed at by sceptics of the present day. At Santeney, at 
the beginning of this century, there lived a man named Lefort, 
the bailiff of a M. Buretto, a rich land-owner of those parts, 
Lefort, like too many others, was irreligious,and an epicure. 
He cultivated the doctrine of “ Every man for himself,” and no 
one was harder on the poor than this man, Every beggar he 
met was sure to be rebuffed. One day two came to his door, 
having travelled far ; one craved that his great hunger might be 
satisfied, “If thou art hungry, eat thine own excrementa,” 
exclaimed the brutal man. The begyar's syes shone with a 
devilish fire, and in a deep voice he eer “ Thou shalt not 
make such a repast, for from thy mouth shall they come forth.” 
A short time afterwards a strange malady attacked the cursed 
man ; he barked like a dog, and died vomiting his own bowels, 

This extraordinary story is still spoken of in that part of the 
country; and even if M. Lefort’s death was not caused as 
the story asserts, there is yet a wholesome moral to be learnt 
from it. 


TO THE FRIENDS OF SPIRITUALISM. 


Mr. J. M. Spear has issued a statement of his labours during 
the two years he has been in England. We gather from it that 
he has travelled ten thousand eight hundred miles, has received 
seven hundred and sixty-one letters, and has written more than 
eight hundred, opening up a valuable correspondence with the 
friends of Spiritualism in many parts of England, 
Scotland, Ireland, France, Hungary, Belgium, Germany, Russia, 
Mexico, and America. He has made five hundred and seventy 
addresses to individual persons, to private parties, and to public 
assemblies. Is not this good work for one man 1 
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: RELIGIOUS DISCOURSE on 
“IMMORTALITY ” will be delivered at 
the Spiritual Lyceum, on Sunday Evening, Jan. 
20th, 1866, at 7 o'clock. 
By Mr. J. H. Powe. 
A Collection on behalf of the Lycoum, 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

@ognesronpentswill pleaseto write legibly on 
one side of the paper only, and as concisely as 
possible, Ifthis rule is not observed we may 
be compelled to reject even valuable com- 
positions. 

Oun readers will favour us by sending accounts 
of Apparitions, Hauntings, &c, Wo wish to 
give as many facts as our space will admit. 
Gorrospondents should allow their names and 
addresses to appear; accounts of a super- 
natural character should be given to the 
public free from all suspicion. 

Miss Emma Hanpinae’s Addresa is— Manor 
House, 7, Cheyne-walk, Chelsea. At homo 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 2 till 5. 

Potrpgrat.—The alphabets have nothing 
singular about them. Any common alphabet 
will serve the purpose, 

S. W.—If you sit with your own friends you 
may obtain the evidences you require; but 
we cannot assist you to study the practical 
part of Spiritualism without either medium 
or circle, As well expect a photograph 
produced without materials or conditions, 

Tue correspondent, who wrote last week, will 
oblige by directing a letter to Queen’s Arms 
Hotel, Vublin.—R. C. 


TISEMENTS, 
Two lings and under, 2s.; every additional 
line, 3d.; a reduction for a series. 
Ali Advertisements, payable in advance, may 


he forwarded to Mr, J. H. Powell, Spiritual 


Timea Office, 14, Nowman-street, Oxford-st. 
Advertistments for insortion in the current week 
must reach the Office on or before nino o’clock 
on Wednesday moming, 
To vuu Tasve.—The Spiritual Times is pub- 
lished at Ton o'clock ou Friday morning, at 


the Spiritual Times Office, 14, Nowman-streot, 


Oxford-st.and by Job Caud well, 335, Strand 


ComPiarnra have reached us that the Spiritual 


Timos does not always find its way to country 
subscribers, Those who have difficulty 
should send to us at the office 14, Newman 
Strect, Oxford Street, W., and we will for- 
ward it direct through the post. Suhscrihers 
taking four copies can havethem poss free, 
y temitting 8s. 84. per quartor. 
THE “SPIRITUAL TIMES” BY POST, 
To facilitate the obtaining of the Spiritual 
Times, packets will bo sent direct fromthe Office 
pom free to any part of the United Kingdom, 
by remitting, in advance, aa under: — 


apies. Weeks. Weeks. Weuka. 

È $d., or for 18, 3s.3d. 26, 6a68d. 52. 18s, 
9, bd, p s Bs Sde ,, 10n.6d. ,, 21e. 
8, Bday 5 836d. ,, 138.0d. ., 26s. 
€, Is. 4, yy, 185.00. ,,268.0d, ,, 528, 


Post Office Orders must be made payableto Mr, 
J, A. Powell, atthe Post Office, Rathbone-pl, 
J MURRAY SPEAR is again 
eJ o prepared to examino and prescribe for 
disease of body or mind, as Spirit Intelligences 
shall lead and direct him ; and he will deline- 
ate the character and capacities of persons 
either when they ara present or by their hand- 
writing ; and he will accept invitations to hold 
private conversations, or to give public ad- 
dresses on the phenomena, phliosophy, und the 
practical uses of Spiritualism. Business hours 
from 12 to 3. Address 146, Albany-street, 
Regent’s-park, N.W. 
HE ENGLISH LEADER, A 
Weekly Liberal Review. 
"*Couduciveness to Progress includes the 
whole excellence of a government."—~J, 9, 
Mint, M.P. 
On January 6, 1866, (New Series). Price 
Twopence, Publishing Office, 288, Strand, 
London, W.C. 


Price, 82. 6d. Post free, da, 
NOIDENTS IN MY LIFE, by 
_D, D. HOME, neatly bound. A few 

Copies of this admirable Work may be had at 
the Srinivuan Lyceum, 14, Neoman Street, 
Oxford Street, W, 


THE SPIRITUAL TIMES. 


Now Ready, 
In one Vol., well bound. Post free, priee, 5s. 
Triibner & Co., 60, Paternoster-row. 


oe INCIDENTS AND POETIC 
PICTURES, by J. H. POWELL. 
This work contains an account of the 
Author’s remarkable Experiences in Mesmerism 
and Spiritualism, together with a judicious 
selection from his Poems. 

May be obtained of the Author, SPIRITUAL 
Lyceum, 14, Newman Street Oxford Street, W. 
From the Examiner. 

There are some curious details in his account 
of his life—good, because genuine transcripts of 
exporience. 


From the Observer, Oct, 22nd 1865. 
Replete with interest... Will bo found 
bothinstructiveandamusing . , . The“ Poetic 
Pictures '’ contain many passages of sterling 
merit. 


From the Caledonian Mercury. 

From tho itinerant career which Mr, Powell 
has pursued, his book necessarily contains the 
record of some strange scenes, and the descrip- 
tions of some singular characters, and “the 
atory of his life,” as told by himself, is not 
without its lesson and warning. His poems 
indicate feeling, truth, and earnestness, 


A 


Just ready. Price 6d. Post free, 7d. 
WORKING MAN’S VIEW OF 
TENNYSON’S “ENOCH ARDEN." 
By J. H. PowELL. 
May bo had at the Spiritual Lyceum, 


Now ready, price 6d., 
pee PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
First Convention of Progressive Spirit- 
ualista, recently held at Darlington, containing 
the Papers and Essays read, tho Speeches and 
Discussions, with a Declaration of the Opiniona 
and Purposes of Progressive Spiritualists, To 
which is appended the most complete Catalogue 
of Books on Spiritualism and Progress ever 
published, This little hook contains nearly 90 
ages, and is the cheapest English work on 
Spiritualism. Post froe for seven stampa, 
J. BURNS, Progressive Library, 1, Wel- 
lington-road, Camberwell, London, S., and all 
Booksellers, 


Ne PSALM andILYMN TUNES, 
TE DEUM, and TWENTY-FOUR 
ORIGINAL CHANTS, Composed and Ar- 
ranged, with voice parts complete, for the 
Organ, Harmonium, and Piano, by Ropert 
Cooven,—Vrice 28,3 cloth, 28. 6d. 
London: Novello & Co., 69, Dean Street, Soha. 
Tho Harmonies, hoth in invention and ar- 
rangoment, ate musical to a very high degree, 
and, altogether, the work isone which can be 
strongly recommended, and will bo sure to meet 
with upproval.—Drighton Guardian 


IN AID OF THE FUNDS OF THE 
SPIRITUAL LYCEUM. 
Shortly will be published, in 8vo, Price 2s. 6d. 
: a Complete Edition of 
MIE BIOLOGICAL REVIEW ; 
Conducted by Kennst R. H. Mac- 
KENZIE, Esque F.S.A., F.A.S. L. 

Tho Bioroaican Review contains articles on 
Spiritual Philosophy, Mesmorism, [lomepathy, 
Philosophical Astrology, Medicine, Poetry, 
Roviews, &e., &e., hy experienced writers, 
together with an entirely new Introduction, 
comprehending a retrospect glance at the last 
ten years of Spiritual Advancement, by the 
Editor. 

As only a very limited number of this work 
will bo iasucd, it is desirable for intending pur- 
chasers to make an carly application. 

Published at the Spiritual Lyceum, 14, 

Newman-strect, London, W.G. 


MRS, L. I. LACY. 


“RS. L. H. LACY, Clairvoyante, 
FR. and Magnetic Physician, from Amerien, 
gives Diagnoses of Disease, und describes 
mental characteristics, otten with marvellous 
success, At home for Private Consultation — 
‘Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, from 10 
A.M, to 10 pat. ‘Terms moderate. Rooms, 
128, Albany-street, Regent’separk, N.W. 
Arrangements entered into for private family 
circles, 


Saturday, January 20, 1806. 


ONE SHILLING. 
(pees OF THE SPIRITUAL 

LYCEUM TRACTS can now be had 
at the Lyceum, containing an assortment, 


A few copies of 
DIN BALLOU’S MODERN 
Spirit-Manifestations, published at 


Is. 6d. May be had at the Spiritual 
Lycoum. qls. each. Postfree 1s. 2d. 
This Work contains an admirable 


Preface of 48 pp., and an Appendix of 32 
pp. by the English Editor. 


ME: AND MRS. WALLACE 
; beg to wunounce that they have taken 
the Lyceum Hall, 14, Newman-street, Oxford- 
street, for a series of Friday Evening Séanees 
to commence at 8 ofclock. Admission Is. 


SPIRITUAL LYCEUM TRACTS. 


0. 1.—NICODEMIANS AND 
THOMASIANS, by Wittiam Howitt. 
No, 3.—AN APPEAL TO THE CLERGY 
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF 
SPIRITUALISM, by One or Tumm- 
SELVES. Now ready. Price Threepenee. 
No, 4.— WHAT iT xs zo pe A SPIRITuALtst, by 
Thomas Brevior. 
No. 5.—Facts arr Srussonn Tuinces, by 
Robert Cooper, 
No. 6,—Spinituauiam iN Harmony wira Di- 
VINE REVELATIONS, by Dr, J. B. Ferguson. 
No, 7.—LxurreRa on BeirituaLIgM, by William 
Howitt, Price Threepence. 
An assortment of the above, 1s. 


PIRITUALISM; ITS FACTSAND 

PHASES, Illustrated with Personal Ex- 

perionces, and Fac-Similes of Spirit-Writing, 
by J. H. Powell, 

Asan individual contribution to the general 
masa of testimony on this great topic of the 
age, it is very valuable,— William Howitt, 

Mr. Powoll’s statements of the answers he 
received to queries are remarkable, and as he 
is evidently a truthful writer, we cannot do 
otherwise than advise the public to consult the 
work, # è ® Many persons will read Mr. 
Powell’s narrative with interest, for it has no 
lack of the marvellous set forth in vigoroua 
language.—Public Opinion, March 12th, 1864, 

The sum of tho matter is, that if one hrs a 
a curiosity to know what Spiritualism is, and 
what it actually aims at, he will gain a better 
and clearer view of it from Mr. Powell's volume 
than from any othor that has yet been published, 
not even excepting that of the great apostle 
medium, Mr, Home himself,—Caledonian Mer- 
cury, March 12, 1864, 

To be had of the Author at the Lyceum. 
Price 23., posi free. 


“Now ready. In one volume, Demy 8y0., 
Post froe, price 7s.6d, 


JUPRA-MUNDANE FACTS, IN 

THE LIFE OF J. B. FERGUSON ; 

Including twenty years’ observation of Preter- 
Natural Phenomena. 

Edited by T. L. Nicuors, M.D., author of 
“Forty Yoars of American Life,” “ Biography 
of the Brothers Davenport,” &c., &e. 

This book contains the persona) experi- 
enoos of Mr. Ferguson, and his observations, 
during twenty years, under favourable circum- 
stances, and over a wide range of territory, of 
very remarkable phenomena, from the mos- 
striking physical,to the higher forma of psychi- 
eal or spiritual, manifestations. It will also 
present, from the copious records of Mr. Fer- 
guson, specimens of wisdom and philosophy 
givon from the interior, and many facts orally 
related. The work of the editor will be the . 
seloction and the arrangement of the records 
furnished him, and the orderly narration of 
the facts, and he has reason to believe that no 
work of the preacnt time contains accounts 
of moro remarkable, varied and important , 

phenomena than will be found in this volume, 

All orders to he sent to Mr. J. H. Powatt, 

Spiritual Lyceum, 14, Newmaa-street, 
Oxford-street, W. 
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